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Eric Idle 13.10.06 Paul McCartney 16.10.06 Thierry Henry 22.11.06 Lenny Henry 22.11.06 Tony Head 09.11.06 Derren Brown 04.10.06

Dennis Waterman 22.11.06 Ruth Jones 11.11.06 Dawn French 22.11.06 Gary Barlow 09.11.06 Max Beesley 10.10.06 Neil Fox Bob Mortimer 16.12.06

Sadie Frost 12.10.06 Elton John 21.11.06 Paul Putner 08.11.06 Barbara Windsor 10.11.06 Lisa Snowden 18.10.06 Simon Pegg 18.10.06

David Walliams 04.11.06 Christopher Biggins 30.10.06 Kylie Minogue 10.10.06 Keeley Hazell 10.11.06 David Baddeil 23.11.06 Michelle Collins Russel Brand 24.10.06

Charlie Higson 03.11.06 Kate Thornton 22.11.06 Natalie Imbruglia 11.10.06 Steve McFaddon 10.11.06 Rachel Stevens 12.10.06 Louise Redknapp 12.10.06

Pete Docherty 16.10.06 Steve Pemberton 11.12.06 Harry Enfield 01.11.06 Jonathon Ross 22.11.06 Sarah Alexander 22.11.06 Amanda Tapping 11.12.06 Peter Serafinowicz 22.11.06

ABrief history of the collection of
cards in this poster by Magic
Marco.

Between 1977 and 1996 I was manager
of the backstage bar in the ‘Hammersmith
Odeon’ (now known as the ‘Hammersmith
Apollo’).

During this time, I became known for
performing magic to my customers, these
were people in the music business who
had access to the bar, artistes that played
at the venue and their guests.

Samantha Power 06.11.06 06.11.06 Patsy Kensit 22.11.06 Kate Moss 16.10.06 Alison Steadman 25.10.06 Matt Lucas 25.10.06

Jamie Redknapp 12.10.06 Jim Carter - Imelda Staunton 22.10.06 David Furnish 09.11.06 Chris Moyles 22.11.06 Simon Callow 30.10.06 John Culshaw 06.11.06 Garath Gates

room 7A and re-opened it as ‘Marco’s Bar’
requesting me to manage and entertain the
guests and VIPs pre-show.

Knowing the calibre of guest that would be
attending, I took the opportunity to involve various
celebrities in a trick I had invented entitled ‘Your
Card’. This trick consisted of having a playing
card selected, signed and returned to an ordinary
pack of cards. In the process of the trick, the card
is located by me and handed back to the celebrity,
yet when they turn the card over – the back
design is seen to have changed into a perfectly
printed photograph of the signatory. ©
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The bar became commonly known as
‘Marco’s Bar’.

The Apollo Company staged mainly
theatre productions, instead of live music
concerts, so more dressing rooms were
required and subsequently, in 1996 the
bar was closed and became dressing
room No.7A.

Time passed and in 2006 ‘Phil Macintyre
Entertainment’ presented ‘Little Britain’ at
‘The Hammersmith Apollo’. For reasons
of nostalgia, they transformed dressing

See the tricks at www.magicmarco.co.uk

The signed cards in this collection were part of another
trick in this one the chosen card is signed and shuffled
into the pack, the pack is then thrown at the ceiling and
as the cards fall away, the signed card remains stuck to
the ceiling (see photographs). When ‘Little Britain’
finished at the ‘Apollo’, all the cards stuck to the ceiling
were removed and those cards were used to make this
full deck collection of celebrity signed playing cards.

The celebrities who signed cards in this collection
were either guests, or performers in the ‘Little Britain
Tour’ of 2006 while it was staged at the ‘Hammersmith
Apollo’ and were entertained backstage by ‘Magic
Marco’ pre show.


